
Shirley Ann Murphy
February 2, 1930 - March 4, 2026

Shirley Ann Murphy, 96, passed peacefully on March 4th, 2026. She was born
February 2nd, 1930, to her late parents Mary Elizabeth (Draddy) and James
Murphy, who immigrated to the US from Ballycotton, Ireland. Shirley lived in
Ireland for many years and was very proud of her heritage. Shirley endured a
life of heartbreak, losing her husband Joseph Murphy after a long illness at
the age of 51, leaving her a single parent to 4 young children. Predeceased by
her eldest child Maureen Murphy, born with special needs, they shared an
unbreakable bond. The two loved visiting friends over “Mo’s” love of diet coke,
donuts and music. Survived by her devoted son, Daniel Joseph Murphy and
his wife Olena, Danny drove her crazy with his bottomless energy, quick wit,
constant drumming and athletic prowess. Her daughter and closest confidante
Kathy Murphy Rosenthal and her husband Phil, traveled the world together,
enjoying summers on Block Island and beyond. She lost her youngest son
Joey Murphy, a gifted comedy writer and loyal friend, to cancer at the age of
31. A wound which never healed, her wish was to be buried together. 
Shirley was grandmother “G” to Emily Murphy Rosenthal, Em was her light,
her buddy, theirs was a very special bond. She was “grandma Shirls” to
Matthew Joseph Murphy and his wife Whitney and great-grandmother “GiGi”
to their beautiful sons Jack, Dillon and Henry Murphy. Shirley never lost her
light, sharing her wisdom, her love of travel, shoes, and the perfect vodka
tonic with lemon. Her smile and laughter filled their home with warmth and
chaos, theirs was the house in the neighborhood where kids wanted to be.



The Morgan Point beach house was often filled to the brim with family and
friends. Her family would like to thank Moira McCormick, her devoted
caretaker who became a dear friend and visited her regularly at the Willows. A
graveside service will be held Wednesday, March 11th at 11:30am at All
Saints Cemetery, 700 Middletown Ave, North Haven. Family and friends are
welcome to share fond memories of Shirley.
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Steve Kosinski - March 17 at 06:00 PM

Mrs. Murphy gave me a sense of identity and direction at a time
when things were most difficult for me. My memory of her is one of
a strong and positive woman, whose realistic outlook on life meant
the world to so many people! I remember her delicious Paiella dish,
her laugh, and how much she loved Tom Jones when he came out.
So thankful to have known her and the rest of you - how you made
everyone feel so much at home. So sorry for your loss, yet your
mother made a huge difference in so many lives! God Bless you,
Steve

Pam S. - March 13 at 10:55 AM

Pam S. planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Shirley Ann
Murphy.

Jacqueline C. - March 10 at 06:36 PM

Jacqueline C. planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Shirley Ann
Murphy.

March 06 at 09:54 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Shirley Ann Murphy.
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March 06 at 09:54 PM

Heavenly Light was purchased for the family of
Shirley Ann Murphy.

March 06 at 09:50 PM

Basket of Memories was purchased for the family
of Shirley Ann Murphy.

March 06 at 09:50 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Shirley Ann Murphy.

Michael and Raquel Belfonti - March 06 at 05:03 PM

Michael and Raquel Belfonti purchased the Peac
eful White Lilies Basket for the family of Shirley
Ann Murphy.
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