Eitetsu "Ted" Yamaguchi

April 11, 1938 - March 10, 2021

Eitetsu “Ted” Yamaguchi, retired professor of Japanese Language and Literature at Yale
University died peacefully at his home surrounded by family on March 10, 2021. Eitetsu
was born in Okinawa, Japan in 1938. He grew up in Naha and graduated from the
University of the Ryukyus with a degree in English. He received a PhD from a private
university in Tokyo and taught at Yale, Stanford and Princeton. Professor Yamaguchi
received a Fulbright Scholarship to Indiana University in Applied Theoretical Linguistics
and was the author of twenty-three books and numerous articles about Pre-Modern
Kingdom of the Ryukyus. After retiring from Yale, he took a position at a newly established
college in Okinawa where he was a professor of English. He enjoyed reading, writing and
spending time outdoors with family, skiing, skating, camping and swimming. He is survived
by his wife Kazuko “Kay” Yamaguchi, his daughters Kelly Yamaguchi-Scanlon (Paul) of
West Haven, Amy Uccello (Sebastian) of Hamden, Lisa Yamaguchi of New York City, two
grandchildren, Christian and Jey Scanlon, and many relatives in Japan. A private
ceremony with family will take place at Centerville Cemetery in Hamden, Connecticut. Sisk
brothers Funeral Home 3105 Whitney Ave. Hamden in care of arrangements. To leave an
online condolence please visit www.siskbrothers.com
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“ Dear the Yamaguchi Family:

Please accept our deepest condolences on the death of Ted.
We are so sorry to hear that such an accomplished educator has passed.

Rest assured he is in our hearts.

Respectfully,

HERMAN S. BERSHTEIN
JOY A. BERSHTEIN

Herman Bershtein - March 17, 2021 at 12:46 PM
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Haruko Toyama - March 15, 2021 at 10:30 PM
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My memory of Yamaguchi-sensei is his warm smile. He used to come to our office,
with his favorite coffee cup in his hand, asking "How are you doing?" to chat. He liked
to have fun. He had several surprise appearances during our students' skit
performances. One time he appeared as "Sally the Witch" dressed in Arabian
costume, with turban on his head. That was a big hit. He also took care of us. He
gave us advises about girlfriends or boyfriends, had tools at hand to lend when we
needed to fix something. Thank you, Yamaguchi-sensei for your warm smile!

Yoshiko Maruyama

Yoshiko Maruyama - March 15, 2021 at 09:47 PM
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Masahiko Seto - March 15, 2021 at 09:36 PM

“ We were so saddened to learn of the passing of you father, Kelly. Please accept our
sincere condolences. After reading his obituary | was truly impressed by all of his
accomplishments during his life. All of you have much to be proud of. He has
definitely left a lasting legacy behind him. Please pass our thoughts and prayers to
your Mom, Paul, your sisters and to Christian and Jey.

Sincerely,
Doreen and Bill

Doreen L Breen - March 15, 2021 at 03:38 PM
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| would like to express my deepest condolences on the passing of Yamaguchi
Sensee. From the time | first moved to New Haven, Yamaguchi Sense taught me
many things about the school and the town. | also had the opportunity to observe his
Japanese classes, and | learned a lot from him. The students also thanked him for
teaching them grammar in detail. | can still see Yamaguchi Sensee in his office
wearing a light blue cardigan. After retiring from Yale, he published many books on
Okinawa and Ryukyu language, and | admired him as a scholar, as well. He was a
kind teacher. | pray that he may rest in peace.

Koichi Hiroe

Koichi Hiroe - March 15, 2021 at 11:14 AM

“ My favorite memory of this kind man was when he drove me and Kelly to a concert in
Hartford in the middle of a northeaster. He graded his papers and patiently waited for
us. We were the only car on the road back home that evening and he was so happy
that he had made this evening so special for us. He was an unselfish human. You
were always happy in his presence because he brought you joy and peace. | will
always remember him with a smile on his face. He loved his family and was so proud
of his girls. Everything they did brought him joy. | am truly sorry for your loss but
know that he will always be watching over you. Cheers, ## (Kanpai) to the coolest
dad ever!!!!

Tati

Tatiana - March 14, 2021 at 11:34 PM



“ Remembering your kindness and your smile. | enjoyed working with you in the EALL

Dept at Yale.
May you rest in peacefulness.
Tracy Ford

Tracy Ford - March 14, 2021 at 08:48 AM



